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Kearney Park Board Minutes--Tuesday March 19, 2019 meeting 

 
On Tuesday March 19, 2019, the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly 

meeting.  Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. Members present were Jeff 

Couchman, Julie Jones, Connie Crawford, & Kristi Mayo. Randy Pogue was 

absent.  Staff members present were Ryan Marcotte and Eric Marshall.  

 

Oath of Office—Eric Marshall gave the oath of office to Lisa Haney, who is our 

newest Park Board member.  We welcome Lisa, who has always been active in 

the community, and partakes in Park activities.  We then added Lisa to the 

members present list for this meeting. 

 

Approval of Minutes- Connie Crawford made a motion to accept the minutes of 

the January 15, 2019 meeting as presented, as we did not have a February 

meeting.  Kristi seconded the motion and passed 5-0. 

 

Public Requests and Petitions—Robert Daniel Colt of 17910 Hwy C, Trimble 

MO, 64492 came before the board requesting permission to extend the demo 

derby arena to the north 50-75 feet.  They would use this extra dirt to help fill in 

the old tractor pull track area.  They know it wont fill the entire area back up, but 

will help and not make that area so muddy.  They also propose a new fence, 

similar to the fencing used at the rodeo arena…pipe or sucker rod type fencing to 

help with additional safety.  They propose if all can be completed or in the future 

of adding an announcer stand to the south of the demo derby, similar to the 

announcer stand at the rodeo arena.  Staff commented that if approved, there is 

water line adjacent to the area, and locate tickets must be done prior to any work 

taking place.  Staff also commented that if the bleachers to the west of the arena 

could be relocated to the North, and then use the extra bleachers JJ Festival 

purchased (smaller type) put those to the west so mowing and weed eating 

maintenance would be alleviated for City staff.  Festival committee seemed 

receptive to this idea, and said they would work with City staff as much as 

possible to help accommodate us.  Jeff Couchman asked staff if there are any 

other concerns they can see with the JJ Festival request.  Staff commented that it 

has been easier to work with the committee, and feel if this leads to a better event, 

and if bleachers can be moved, this would enhance this area.   

Connie thought both staff and the Festival committee has thought this through 

with concerns, and made a motion to allow the expansion of the demo derby area 

and improvements, all while trying to accommodate City staff concerns of the 

bleacher locations.  Lisa Haney seconded the motion and carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

Old Business—Eric and Ryan discussed the latest they knew about Lions Park 

Master Plan.  The plan focuses chiefly on accessibility and connectivity, with 

paved trails leading throughout the park. A splashpad is also a drawing point and 

will be set just south of the Old Firehouse.  New shelters, new playground 

equipment, new restrooms, a trail around the park, and a general overall facelift, 

is how we sent the grant to LWCF with many attachments of detail and drawings.  
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We told members that we have made it past the first round, and hope to have 

more information prior to the next meeting, but we are unsure of the exact 

timetable LWCF has for grant approval and award. 

 

Ryan commented that we have wrapped up and extended season of youth 

basketball.  This was a trying year with all of the school cancelations.  Ryan 

explained to the board members that if school is closed, we cannot practice nor 

have games.  We had many reschedules, with the snow days, and Saturdays of 

inclement weather that we ended up making those dates up, and for the most part, 

parents and coaches were understanding, as we followed the school guidelines. 

 

Staff reported that with the boom in pickle ball, we have added an indoor league, 

and also practice days/nights for those just learning.  We have scheduled the 

league through Radiant Life Church, renting their gymnasium at a very nominal 

cost.  The pickle ball players are really liking being able to play during the cold 

winter months, and the Parks department did purchase portable goals and indoor 

balls for just this.  We anticipate the indoor league to continue to grow, as people 

want activities and exercise during the cold winter months.   

 

 

New Business   Staff informed the board that Youth Baseball/Softball signups 

were on going and we anticipate starting practices the first of April, with games to 

commence in late April.  We once again will be partnering with Smithville to 

have games at both locations….this serves both us and Smithville greatly, as 

teams will be able to play more teams instead of the same teams over and over 

again.  We are accommodating the competitive teams with practices prior to April 

1, then our teams take priority in practices and game field use.  Ryan mentioned 

that we have had calls of coaches wanting to pair up to coach together and parents 

calling wanting to be placed with certain coaches.  Ryan mentioned this is not 

what we feel is right or correct, as this is strictly recreational league 

baseball/softball.  We have random draw of teams, so we can make it as fair as 

possible, so no stacking of teams can take place.  Staff asked the board for 

reassurance and vote of record if they feel this is what recreation sports should be.  

Ryan did mention this is how all of our other sports leagues are done, by random 

draw for teams.  Connie mentioned if this is strictly recreation sports, she feels 

this is the best way, so all kids have a chance to play and participate without 

feeling they were not selected to a specific team.  Lisa felt after our reasoning, 

that she is in agreement with Connie and staff.  It was unanimous from the board 

members that we in fact continue to operate our recreation leagues in the manner 

that we are presently conducting.  Staff did say the T-Ball league will just play 

our own teams, as we should have 6-7 teams, thus not travel to Smithville, and 

Smithville T-Ball teams will just play at their location.   

Eric mentioned that the budget for FY 2020 was approved at the last BOA 

meeting, and will be hiring two seasonal employees, as early as April, much 

earlier, as the growing season starts in March/April, and the college aged student 

help we have had in place the last few years is just too late.  Ryan stated that he 

and Eric will be doing the chemical applications, while the seasonal help 

maintains ball fields and mows the Jesse James Park. 
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Staff told the board that we recently awarded the annual fireworks show at the 

March 4th BOA meeting.  with two bidders submitting such bids.  Premier 

Pyrotechnics from Richland Missouri was the low bid in the amount of $24,904.  

We once again will have the bounce houses and other games for the kids at the 

top of the amphitheater area prior to the fireworks show, and during the concert 

that evening.   

 

 

Amphitheater – Ryan told the board that we are nearly finished with the 2019 

amphitheater schedule, and should be done by the next meeting. As said in 

previous meetings, we’re focusing on emerging national artists and local 

entertainment, just as we did in the early years. This provides a more reasonable 

amount of risk, while still providing top quality entertainment. Ryan said they 

would be able to see the full schedule at the April meeting. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was made by Julie 

Jones, and seconded by Connie Crawford to adjourn.  
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                           Julie Jones Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


